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toxicity occurred in 4.9% of the denosumab arm and in 8.5% of the ZA
arm. Overall survival (HR 0.95; 95% CI: 0.81, 1.11; P=0.50) and time to
cancer progression (HR 0.99; 95% CI: 0.89, 1.11; P =0.90) were balanced
between treatment arms.

Denosumab was superior to ZA in delaying or preventing SREs. The
incidence of AEs and serious AEs was consistent with what has been
previously reported for these two agents. This study continues as an open-
label study with denosumab.
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3BA BEST ABSTRACT
Randomized MRC OV05/EORTC 55955 trial in recurrent ovarian
cancer: early treatment based on increased serum CA125 alone
versus delayed treatment based on conventional clinical indicators
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Background: Although CA125 often rises several months before recurrent
ovarian cancer (OC) it was unknown whether early treatment (ET) based
on increased CA125 alone is beneficial. In the MRC OVO5/EORTC 55955
trial we investigated the benefits of ET based on increased CA125 versus
delayed treatment (DT) based on clinical progression.

Methods: OC patients (pts) in CR after first-line platinum-based chemo-
therapy and normal CA125 were registered. Every 3 months (m) CA125
was measured and a clinical examination was performed. CA125 was
blinded for the doctors and pts. The Trials Units monitored CA125. At a
rise of CA125 >2x upper limit of normal, pts were randomized to ET vs.
DT. Second-line therapy was according to standard local practice in both
arms. Primary endpoint was OS, secondary endpoints were time to third-
line therapy or death and quality of life (QoL).

Results: 1442 Pts were registered and 529 pts (265 ET, 264 DT) were
randomized. Not randomized 913 pts: no relapse and normal CA 125
(29%), relapse without CA125 rise (15%), simultaneous relapse and CA125
rise (4%), death (4%), pt withdrawal (9%), other reasons (2%). Baseline
characteristics were well balanced between the two arms. Median age was
61 years, 81% had FIGO stage IlI/IV.

Treatment: 96% ET vs. 88% DT pts received second-line therapy and 64%
ET vs. 51% DT received >6 cycles. Third-line therapy was administered in
67% ET vs. 54% DT, p=0.0001. In the ET second-line therapy started
median 4.8 m, and third-line median 4.7m earlier (ET 12.5m and DT
17.1m, p<0.0001). After median follow up of 57m and a total of 370
deaths there was no difference in OS between the ET (25.7m) and DT
(27.1m).

No improvement in QoL was observed by ET, median time of good QoL
was 7.1m for ET vs. 9.2m for DT (p=0.20) and time to first deterioration
in global health score was 3.1 m for ET and 5.8 m for DT (p=0.001) with
significant disadvantage for fatigue 2.6 m ET vs. 6.1 m DT (p <0.0001), role
function 3.5m ET vs. 6.0m DT (p <0.006) and social function 4.1 m ET vs.
8.6 m DT (p =0.003).

Conclusions: There is no benefit from ET based on a raised serum CA125
alone. Survival in ET is the same as in DT at the cost of a shorter TFI,
more chemotherapy and worse QoL.
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A randomized phase lll study comparing epirubicin, docetaxel, and
capecitabine (EDC) to epirubicin and docetaxel (ED) as neoadjuvant
treatment for early breast cancer — first results of the Austrian Breast
and Colorectal Cancer Study Group-Trial 24 (ABCSG-24)
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Background: Neoadjuvant treatment of early breast cancer aims at
achieving high rates of pathological complete responses (pCR) since pCR
might be a surrogate for effective eradication of micrometastatic disease

leading possibly to prolonged overall survival. Capecitabine showed
synergistic effects when combined with D in the palliative setting.
Materials and Methods: Primary aim of ABCSG-24 is to evaluate the
influence of 6 cycles of EDC (experimental group) as compared to 6
cycles of ED (control group) in terms of the achievable rate of pCR
at the time of surgery. 536 patients (268/group incl. a 5% dropout rate
for 510 eligible patients) had to be accrued to the study in order to
detect a difference in the rate of pCR of 16% (control group) vs. 27%
(experimental group) with a power of 83% at a significance level of 0.05
(two-sided Chi-squared test). Patients with HER2 positive tumors (n =94)
where additionally randomized to receive neoadjuvant trastuzumab (T) or
not. The results of the influence of neoadjuvant T in combination with EDC
or ED will be available at a later time. Between 11/2004 and 11/2008 536
patients with biopsy proven operable breast cancer of any clinical T-stage
(except T4d) +/- nodal involvement and without distant disease in whom
neoadjuvant treatment was scheduled were stratified according to known
risk factors and randomized to receive either 6 cycles of EDC every 21
days (E: 75 mg/m 2jv.and D: 75 mg/m2 i.v. on day 1, pedfilgrastim 6 mg
sq on day 2, C: 2 x 1000 mg/m?/day for 14 days orally) or 6 cycles of
ED (identical treatment regimen without C). Patients with HER2 positive
tumors were also randomized to receive neoadjuvant T 8 mg/kg i.v. on
day 1 followed by 6 mg/kg every 21 days or to receive no T.

Results: 512 patients are currently eligible for toxicity and efficacy. In
the intention to treat analysis there was no significant difference in the
incidence of serious adverse events (EDC: 26.3% vs. ED: 21.1%, p=0.16).
When capecitabine was added to ED significantly more patients had
documented pCR (EDC: 61/256, 23.8% vs. ED: 39/256, 15.2%; p =0.036)
despite the fact that significantly less patients completed the scheduled
6 cycles (EDC: 75% vs. ED: 97%, p <0.0001) mainly due to capecitabine-
induced side effects.

Conclusions: Neoadjuvant EDC in early breast cancer results in a
significantly higher pCR rate than ED. EDC is a feasible and safe regimen
but capecitabine induced toxicity must be monitored closely.
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SOLTI-0701: A double-blind, randomized phase 2b study evaluating
the efficacy and safety of sorafenib (SOR) compared to placebo (PL)
when administered in combination with capecitabine (CAP) in
patients (pts) with locally advanced (adv) or metastatic (met) breast
cancer (BC)
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Background: SOR is a potent multi-kinase inhibitor with antiangiogenic
and antiproliferative activity approved for use in renal and hepatocellular
cancer. To study the potential benefits of SOR in BC, we have conducted
a phase 2b trial of SOR in combination with CAP for adv BC.

Methods: SOLTI-0701 was a double-blind, randomised, PL-controlled
phase 2b study in pts with locally adv or met BC. Eligibility criteria included
HER-2 negative tumours and <2 prior chemo regimens for adv/met BC.
Pts with active brain metastasis were excluded. Pts were randomised (1:1)
to receive CAP (1000 mg/mz, orally, twice daily [BID], for 14 of every 21
days) with PL or SOR (400 mg orally BID continuously). Randomisation
was stratified by visceral vs nonvisceral disease. The primary endpoint was
PFS and secondary endpoints included: OS, TTP, RR, response duration,
and safety. Disease assessments occurred every 6 wks for the first 24 wks
of the study and then every 9 wks thereafter. A sample size of 220 pts
was planned to detect the targeted HR of 0.65 (90% power and 1 sided
a=0.14). The study is registered at EudraCT (ID 2007-000290-32).
Results: Accrual was achieved over 15 mos with 229 pts enrolled
(114 CAP+PL, 115 CAP+SOR). Treatment arms were balanced for age
(median 55 y), ECOG (status 0, 68%), stage (IV, 91%), visceral (75%),
and hormone-positive (73%). Prior chemotherapies: anthracyclines: 89%;
taxanes 60%. By investigator assessment, the median PFS of CAP+PL vs
CAP+SOR was 4.1 mos vs 6.4 mos; HR 0.576 (95% Cl: 0.410, 0.809),
P =0.0006, overall RR was 31% (CAP+PL) vs 38%. OS data are pending.
No treatment-related deaths in the SOR arm and 1 treatment-related
death in the PL arm attributed to CAP. Toxicities of Gr 3 or 4 (CAP+PL
vs CAP+SOR) included hand-foot skin reaction (HFSR) (13% vs 45%),



